Plea entered in '06 death
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LONG BEACH - A 26-year-old Long Beach woman pleaded not guilty Tuesday to a charge that she beat her then-boyfriend's 2-year-old son to death four years ago. 
Defendant Jennifer Marie Garcia appeared briefly in Long Beach Superior Court Judge Arthur Jean's courtroom in what appeared to be the same clothes she was wearing at the time of her arrest Friday. 
The charge against her includes one count of murder and one count of assault on a child causing death. 
Long Beach Police Department homicide detectives obtained the arrest warrant for Garcia following four years of investigation into the death of the child, identified in court documents as Landon K. 
Garcia lived with the father of the 2-year-old and baby-sat the victim, police said. 
Garcia allegedly told authorities that the child was playing near a staircase at the apartment complex where the couple lived in 4400 block of Lakewood Boulevard on Nov. 16, 2006. 
She told investigators, who were called by hospital staff suspicious of the death, that the boy fell accidentally, according to police. 
The toddler, who was in critical condition at the time of his arrival, was put on life support but was pronounced brain dead and removed from the machines on Nov. 17, according to police. 
The ensuing investigation included assistance from a panel of experts representing multiple agencies and overseen by the Los Angeles County Coroner's Office, police said. 
Their work culminated with the arrest of Garcia at about 7:45 a.m. Friday at her place of work in Stanton. She was booked into the Long Beach City Jail on a count of murder and held all weekend on $1 million bail. 
Defense Attorney Jay Glaser argued that the many years that passed before Monday's charge along with his client's lack of a criminal record were valid reasons to lower Garcia's bail. 
"This case comes down to a battle of experts," Glaser said. "There's no weapon, this is not your typical homicide case." 
Glaser pointed out that Garcia's 3-year-old son, who was taken during the DCFS investigation into the death of her boyfriend's 2-year-old, was given back to her. 
Glaser also noted the defendant's father and uncle, a parole officer and a sergeant in the Los Angeles Police Department respectively, were in court in support of Garcia and that she had no passport and posed no flight risk. 
Deputy District Attorney Edwin Wakabayashi countered the case was not rejected prior to Monday's filing and the timing of the filing was irrelevant. 
"This is not a case where evidence was lacking," the prosecutor said, adding the autopsy found evidence of abuse not only with the brain injury at the time of the boy's death but also a prior brain injury and bruises and marks on the child's body. 
"If the case is so clean, what took so long," the judge asked. 
Wakabayashi said it was a matter of the ongoing investigation. Jean didn't seem convinced and ordered Garcia's bail dropped to $100,000. 
As the motions were made, one of Garcia's relatives clapped and was ordered by bailiffs to leave the jam-packed courtroom. As the judge ruled on the reduction, the same man applauded while walking out the courtroom's doors. 
"That's enough," the judge snapped. 
The family of the victim, who were also present, seemed stunned by the decision. 
"Why weren't we able to say anything," one woman asked. 
Garcia was ordered to return to the court on Jan. 14, 2011, when a date is scheduled to be set for her preliminary hearing. 
If she is convicted on both counts, she could face a life prison term. 
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